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Abstract

More Than Forgiveness:

Reforming Protestant Paradigms of God’s Grace through Liturgy and Preaching
The purpose of this Dissertation/Project is to propose a model for articulating a view of the “human problem” and God’s grace in worship liturgy that is wider and more holistic than the traditional model.  The reason for doing so is that this D/P claims that most Lay, Protestant, American Christians have an inadequate understanding of the “human problem” and God’s grace in Jesus Christ which saves us, and that this inadequate understanding is embodied in traditional Protestant worship liturgy, which compounds the problem.  That understanding is based on a moralistic view of human sin, as the “problem” from which we must be saved by God’s grace.  Theologically, the concept of sin is much more than sinful acts committed by human beings.  But even beyond a traditional Reformed understanding of human sin, traditional doctrines of sin and salvation neglect and even ignore “the other side of sin” or sin from the perspective of the sinned against.  This “other side of sin” is not adequately addressed in our worship liturgy, meaning that the suffering of those who have sins committed against them is not adequately addressed in our liturgy.  What is needed is a more complete and holistic view of the “human problem” and the various forms of God’s grace that address it, and a way to lift up this holistic view in worship liturgy.
These ideas are introduce in chapter one.  Chapter two briefly examines and critiques the doctrines of sin from Reinhold Niebuhr, Karl Barth and Paul Tillich.  In chapter three the insights of several recent theologians are examined to lift up a more holistic view of the “human problem” and God’s grace.  In order to be able to introduce this more holistic view, a typology for use in worship liturgy is proposed in chapter four.  Chapter five examines the worship resources and hymnody of four Protestant denominations to see how their liturgy and hymnody fail to adequately address this more holistic view.  Chapter six will present new liturgies, using the typology from chapter four, that lift up this more holistic view of the “human problem” and God’s grace.  Chapter seven examines some resources for preaching that can assist preachers in writing sermons that incorporate this more holistic view.  Chapter eight reviews a project conducted with four congregations, one from each of the denominations whose worship resources were examined in chapter five.  In this project, pastors and members of the congregations discuss their own views on the “human problem” and God’s grace, and are introduced to a more holistic view of the “human problem” and God’s grace.  The worship liturgy of their congregation is changed for one Sunday, using the typology developed in chapter four, and following that worship service their responses to those changes are discussed and reviewed.  A few tentative reflections for the future are presented in chapter nine.
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